THE MAN I KNEW

Meantime the enemy appeared to be concentrating
opposite Verdun and the French became very anxious that
Douglas should take over some of the line held by the
French Tenth Army. Douglas, however, was averse to doing
this before it was definitely established that the Germans did
actually intend to make a big attack there, but he promised
that the British troops would support the French as far as
lay in their power, whenever the necessity arose. He was
afraid that if he weakened his support by taking over part
of the line held by the French the main German attack
might be launched against the British troops, and in their
weakened state that might be disastrous.

However, the attack by the Germans was launched at
Verdun about the 2ist of February, and as the fighting
increased in that quarter the need for the relief of the French
Tenth Army became imperative, and D ouglas ordered the re-
lief to start on the 23rd. Joffre did not think this attack was
intended to be or could possibly in itself be a decisive action,
but he was of the opinion that it was the beginning of the
supreme movement of the war, and he wanted large mobile
reserves, including his Tenth Army, so that he could rush
them to the sector on which the threatened attack eventually
fell

Douglas came to London to see Lord Kitchener on the
25th of February, Kitchener had evidently grown anxious
about the situation, but Douglas was able to reassure him
and explained the whole matter* He pointed out, however,
that they must be prepared to face the fact that the French,
after the affair at Verdun, might be unwilling to undertake
a vigorous offensive owing to lack of reserves and ammuni-
tion, and if this should happen he thought the best thing he
could do would be to get die French to take over some of
the line to hold in a passive way so as to set free as many
troops as possible and take the offensive himself on a large
scale on the front between Ypres and Armenti&res. If, how-
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